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This is a research method course for undergraduate students to enhance critical reading and writing. This
course offers reading materials and writing lessons in English only. Specifically, this course offers training to
complete the following academic tasks: how to write (a) a summary, (b) an annotated bibliography, (c) a
literature review, and (d) a research proposal. Any student interested in conducting research in social sciences
is welcome, but those who are interested in pursuing advanced degrees are especially suitable candidates to

take this course.
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This is a reading- and writing-intensive seminar. All students are expected to complete weekly reading and
writing assignments before class, and actively participate in class discussion. Students should expect to invest
at least six hours of work every week, including two hours in class, two hours for readings, and at least two
hours on assignments. Please note that there is no prerequisite nor English proficiency requirement for this
course, but the instructor will not spend time on translating or explaining substantive concepts in the reading.

The course will focus on developing critical thinking through materials in English.
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Grading and Assignments
1) Attendance (10%): students are expected to attend all classes. Missing one class will lose one point.
With the instructor’s permission, students may miss one class for legitimate reasons, such as sick

leave.

2) Writing assignments (40%): Assignments #1, #2, #3, and #4 will account for 10 points each. Each
assignment has different requirements according to the weekly topic—more details in class.

3) Annotated bibliography (25%)

4) Research proposal (25%)
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Booth, Wayne, Gregory Colomb, Joseph Williams, Joseph Bizup, and William Fitzgerald. 2016. The Craft of
Research. 4th ed. University of Chicago Press.
In addition to Craft of Research, other materials will be journal articles, book chapters accessible through the

university website and academic datasets, and teaching modules developed by the instructor.
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Course schedule (week, topic, activities, evaluation/assignment, text, etc.):

Weekly Topic Reading Material
Schedule Writing Assignment
Week 1 Introduction Please bring this syllabus to class.
9/12
Week 2 What is a research The Craft of Research. Chapter 3-4.
9/19 question? Assignment #1: Identify the research questions from three MA
theses.

Week 3 What is an argument?  The Craft of Research. Chapter 7-8

9/27
Week 4 How to write a Ho Ming-shou, 2019, “Taiwan’s Road to Marriage Equality: Politics
10/3 summary? (I) of Legalizing Same-sex Marriage.” China Quarterly 238: 482-503.
* Assienment #1 due Sample summary provided by the instructor.
Assignment #2: write a summary for a journal article.
Week 5 | National Holiday *No Class
10/10




Week 6 | How to write a Putnam, Robert. 1993. Making Democracy Work: Civic Traditions in

10/17 summary? (IT) Modern Italy. Princeton University Press. Introduction Chapter p.3-16.

* Assionment #2 due  Assignment #3: write a summary for Chapter 4 of Making Democracy
Work, p83-116 (SKIP the final section on ‘other explanations’).
Week 7 | How to write a Putnam, Robert. 1993. Making Democracy Work: Civic Traditions in
10/24 summary? (III) Modern Italy. Princeton University Press. Chapter 4, p83-116. (SKIP
* Assionment #3 due the final section on ‘other explanations’)
Week 8 | What is a literature The Craft of Research. Chapter 6.

10/31 review? What is a literature review? https://reurl.cc/QWe7mZ
Assignment #4: Read the literature review section of the assigned
journal article and give a short evaluation of 300 words.

Week 9 | Independent research ~ Visit the Library!
11/7 (I): go search online!  Meet at Conference Room at the second floor of the Library. We’ll
* Assionment #4 due learn about search services and databases. Please use the library
* Send list to the recourse to identify (a) a research topic of your interest, (b) four to
class seven key words, and (c) List 10 to 15 scholarly works that you want to
- read about the topic.
*Complete the list in class and upload it to Moodle by the end of this
week!
Week 10 | What is an annotated ~ The Craft of Research. Chapter 5.

11/14 bibliography? What is an annotated bibliography? https://reurl.cc/0690QK
Assignment #5: Identify 6-10 pieces of research from the topic you’re
interested in and write an annotated bibliography.

Week 11 | Different forms of Moustafa, Tamir. 2014. “Law and Courts in Authoritarian Regimes.”

11/21 literature review Annual Review of Law and Social Science 10: 281-99.

Week 12 | What is a research What is research proposal? https://reurl.cc/KX4R4M
11/28 proposal? Also Read two sample proposals provided by Open University.
Assignment #6: Write a research proposal for your independent
* Assignment #5 due research.
Week 13 | How to properly cite ~ How and why cite?
12/5 academic works? https://politicalscienceguide.com/writing/citation/

Sample citation provided by the instructor.
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https://politicalscienceguide.com/writing/citation/

Week 14 | Independent research ~ Prepare a draft of your research proposal and come meet the instructor
12/12 (II) Prepare your by the end of the week!

own research project! * Meet instructor

Week 15 | * Assionment #6 due Final presentation in class. We’ll assign reviewers to each proposal and

12/19 on 12/15 give short feedback in class.

* Commentaries due  * Exchange proposals

on 12/18 * Review other’s proposal and prepare a commentary

Week 16 | * Assionment #6 due Final presentation in class. We’ll assign reviewers to each proposal and

12/26 give short feedback in class.

* Exchange proposal

* Review other’s proposal and prepare a commentary
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Students are expected to conduct independent research outside the classroom. Independent research includes
searching for 6 to 12 scholarly publications, reviewing their abstracts, introductions and conclusions, and
selecting works most related to the student’s research interest. The instructor will arrange one-on-one

meetings and provide feedback.



